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Funeral Service: 6th August, 2026
St.  Michael’s Lutheran Church, Tarrington
Officiating Minister: Rev Joshua Pfeiffer
4th October, 1943 – 23rd July, 2026


OPENING
P	God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.
 	In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C        	Amen.

REMINDER OF BAPTISM
P	As we come here in our grief to farewell Ruth, St. Paul comforts us  with these words:
"Don't you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. Since we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection."

HYMN 426	What A Friend we have in Jesus
1 	What a friend we have in Jesus,
  All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
  Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
  O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
  Everything to God in prayer.

2 	Have we trials and temptations?
  Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
  Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful,
  Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
  Take it to the Lord in prayer.
3 	Are we weak and heavy-laden,
  Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge!
  Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
  Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,
  Thou wilt find a solace there.

Joseph Scriven (1820-1886)

REMEMBERING RUTH MARIE LINKE

Ruth Marie Linke (nee Jackson) was born on the 4th October 1943 at Hamilton into the Jackson family and was dearly loved by Mona, Elma and Beno.

Ruth was baptized at St Michael's Lutheran church Tarrington on the 25th October 1943 by Rev W. H. Paech. Ruth’s christian faith was strong and through the grace of her Lord and Saviour she confirmed her faith at St. Michael’s on the 15th of December 1957 by Rev H.F. Quast. Ruth was also educated at St. Michael's Lutheran School Tarrington.

In May 1974 God united Ruth in marriage to Allan Herbert Linke by Rev C.D. Traeger.
After they were married, they honey mooned on the Murray River before establishing their life on the farm at “Corresdean” where they farmed fine wool Merino sheep and cattle. In these days Ruth even acquired a Heavy Rigid truck license so she could help Allan drive the truck, this license was current right up until her final days.

On the 13th of March 2005 Allan was called home to his Lord. After Allans death Ruth continued to farm on her own. This was a huge challenge and despite many setbacks and struggles she managed to keep farming independently. Ruth put her trust in God to keep her safe and he did. With the help of her working friends Liz and Mock, neighbours and family, life and farming went on.
Ruth loved animals, going around the paddocks, looking at the cows and calves, the new Merino lambs with their mothers gave her great joy. The dog on the back of the ute going to Elma’s was a familiar sight. If you ever visited Ruth’s house you were always welcomed at the back door by a herd of different coloured cats waiting for their breakfast or tea.
The love of animals certainly shone even to the point where she would welcome a pet fox named Basil to her back door. Her passion for farming was evident, in the last few months from her hospital bed in Geelong she was even buying a small mob of sheep.

Ruth was a highly active member here at St. Michael's Lutheran Church where she taught Sunday school for 56 years and was recognised by St. Michael’s last year for her service to her congregation. Ruth’s love of teaching the faith to children shone out early in their faith journey. Ruth would present a small Christian gift at their baptismal birthday and for their birthday right up until they were confirmed. She must have been very good at record keeping remembering all of these dates.

Ruth was also a member of the choir and for 40 years was in charge of the upkeep and cleaning of the Church. Ruth would be seen late on a Saturday afternoon at the church checking that the rostered people had not forgotten to clean and if they had she would clean the church with no complaint, the alter rail was her speciality polishing it so you could see your own reflection while receiving the Lord’s Supper. She would do these checks even mid-week for funerals or prior to weddings.

In the last few years Ruth spent frequent visits to hospital, where she was quoted to say “It was never a good outcome if you had to go to hospital” Many times she returned home after God had healed her with his blessings.

In October 2025 Ruth was given access to permanent care at the Penshurst Nursing Home and this time Ruth said this was good and the food was amazing, she loved Penshurst. A special thankyou to the Penshurst Aged care staff who cared for Ruth in her twilight years. Following a second stay in St. John of God Hospital in Warrnambool she returned to Penshurst and in the early hours of Thursday morning of the 23rd of July 2026 God called Ruth as promised, to her eternal home.  We give thanks to God our Father for the life of our sister in Christ. 
For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not a result works, so that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  Ephesians 2:9-10
LITURGY OF THE WORD

GREETING

P	The Lord be with you.
C	 And also with you.

PRAYER

P	Let us pray.
P	Eternal God, our heavenly Father: be with us as we gather here in your presence to take leave of Ruth, and assure us that you are close to us as we mourn. As we hear your promises, help us to trust in them and accept the comfort they offer. As we grieve for Ruth, deepen our faith in your goodness and mercy, and sustain us by your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C	Amen.

PSALM 23

  (spoken responsively)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
BIBLE READING   	Romans 8:31-39 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written,  “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is the word of the Lord.       	 Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL	   Mark 10: 13-16
And they were bringing children to Jesus that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them.  But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”  And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.    	Praise be to you O Christ.

HYMN 330	     	  Rock of Ages2
Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All could never sin erase,
Thou must save, and save by grace.


     1
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Save me from its guilt and power.
     3    4	
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.


Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace:
Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Savior, or I die.


Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778)


ADDRESS



HYMN	 609		Jesus Loves Me
          2 	
Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gate to open wide;
He will wash away my sin,
Let His little child come in:
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me:
  The Bible tells me so.



          1	
Jesus loves me! this I know,
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak, but He is strong:
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me:
  The Bible tells me so.

        4
Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;
When at last I come to die,
He will take me home on high: 
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me:
  The Bible tells me so.                       

3	
Jesus loves me, loves me still,
Though I’m very weak and ill;
From His shining throne on high,
Comes to watch me where I lie: 
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me;
  Yes, Jesus loves me:
  The Bible tells me so.

Anna Warner (1827-1915), alt.
APOSTLES' CREED

P	In the face of death, let us confess our faith in the one true and living
  	God, in whose name Ruth was baptised.
	I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	  maker of heaven and earth.

	And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
	  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	  born of the Virgin Mary,
	  suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	  was crucified, dead, and buried.
	  He descended into hell.
	  The third day he rose again from the dead.
	  He ascended into heaven,
	  and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,
	  from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,
	  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
	  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS


LORD, HAVE MERCY

P	Lord, have mercy.
C	Lord, have mercy.
P	Christ, have mercy.
C	Christ, have mercy.
P	Lord, have mercy.
C	Lord, have mercy.

P	Let us pray.
	Almighty God, our Father, in whom we live and move and have our being:

We thank you for Ruth and what we have received from her. Sustain us in life and death, and let perpetual light shine on us and all your faithful people. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Be with those who mourn, comfort them in their grief, and wipe away all tears from their eyes. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Remember Ruth’s family and friends. Lighten their sense of loss with your presence, and support them in their loneliness. Lord in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Help those who grieve to support each other, and draw them together in their sorrow. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Give those who are bereaved courage to face the future with confidence in your goodness and with hope in the victory of Christ over death. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Help us, when we are perplexed and troubled, to believe in the     communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	Be with us in our journey through life and teach us to live wisely, 	making the most of our time on earth. Lord, in your mercy:
C	Hear our prayer.

P	As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, prepare us all for the world to come. And when our last hour comes, support us by your power, and take us home to your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C	Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

	Our Father in heaven
	hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
	Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
	give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
	For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
	now and forever.  Amen.

CONCLUSION

TRANSITIONAL BLESSING

P	The Lord watch over you, as you go out and as you come in ✝, now
     	and forever.
C	Amen.
RECESSION
P	In the sure hope of the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, we take the body of our sister in Christ to its last resting place. Let us go in peace.
C      	In the name of the Lord.


HYMN 888
May the feet of God walk with you,
  and his hand hold you tight.
May the eye of God rest on you,
  and his ear hear your cry.
May the smile of God be for you,
  and his breath give you life.
May the Child of God grow in you,
  and his love bring you home.
Aubrey Podlich 1946- (1983) LicenSing
      CCLI Licence No:  178797
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	    	Lesson Reader
    Joanne Rentsch
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          We would like to thank you for your attendance today and for your thoughts and prayers.
You are warmly invited to join us in the Tarrington Hall for light luncheon following the graveside committal.
PROCESSION TO THE GRAVE

PEACE
P	 The peace of the Lord be with you.
C	 Amen.

PRAYER

WORD OF COMFORT


LOWERING OF COFFIN


COMMITTAL


LORD'S PRAYER
	Our Father in heaven
	hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
	Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
	give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
	For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
	now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
P	The Lord give you comfort and peace; and the blessing of Almighty
     	God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ✝, be with you always.
C	Amen.

DISMISSAL
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